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Ewan Aitken
Chief Executive, Cyrenians

Ewan has been CEO of Cyrenians for the last 8 years. Cyrenians are committed

to tackling the causes and consequences of homelessness. He's a former
Education Convener and Leader of City of Edinburgh Council and CoSLA
Education spokesperson. He is Council member of Edinburgh Chamber of
Commerce, founder and board member of The Ripple, a local community project
in Edinburgh, a member of the Regional Enterprise Council of the Edinburgh and
SE Scotland City Deal and of the Oversight Board of The Promise. He founded the
National Prison Visitor Centre Steering group and is a Fellow of the Royal Society
of the Arts.

Pinar Aksu
Human Rights & Advocacy Coordinator, Maryhill Integration Network

Pinar Aksu works with Maryhill Integration Network as a Human Rights

and Advocacy Coordinator in Glasgow, bringing refugee, migrant and local
communities together through art, social and educational groups. Her roles and
involvements include: advocacy and campaigning for the rights of people seeking
asylum, current campaigns include Right to Work, Access to Education and Free
Bus Pass. Pinar is also involved with: Active Inquiry, World Spirit Theatre, and
member of Royal Society of Edinburgh YAS. She has been involved with asylum
and refugee rights since a young age and is involved with various campaigns
about ending detention to anti-racism. Pinar is also a PhD candidate at University
of Glasgow, her topic explores Art and Law in Migration.

Martin Boyle

Associate, Homeless Network Scotland

Martin began volunteering after a difficult period, where he lost his son and

was threatened with homelessness and had to stop working due to the impact

of this tragedy on his mental health. Martin is passionate about helping others,
having previously worked as an addiction's worker, and has lived experience

of homelessness, criminal justice and addiction. Using his own experience of
homelessness and welfare benefits to help advocate for others gave Martin a
sense of accomplishment and satisfaction, something that he hopes to continue
as he works towards an SVQ3 in Health & Social Care. Martin attributes much of
his learning and development to volunteering and peer work, and highly values the
importance of involving people with lived experience in decisions that affect them.

Chris Birt

Associate Director for Scotland, Joseph Rowntree Foundation

Prior to joining JRF, Chris worked for the Scottish Government, latterly as head
of the First Minister's Policy and Delivery Unit. He was formerly a government
lawyer, working principally on NHS and social care law.



Maggie Briinjes
Chief Executive, Homeless Network Scotland

Maggie has been in the housing and homelessness sector in Scotland for over

20 years, holding various data, policy and programme management positions
before taking up the chief officer role at Homeless Network Scotland in 2010. With
a special interest in evidence-based and participatory approaches to policy and
delivery, she co-founded Housing First Scotland in 2016 and the UK-wide Centre
for Homelessness Impact in 2018. Maggie was a member of the Scottish Minister
appointed Homelessness & Rough Sleeping Action Group in 2018.

Mark Cairney

Associate, Homeless Network Scotland

Previously employed as Housing Officer with Glasgow City Housing before
progressing a career in social work in 1997. A children and families social worker
in a statutory area team in 1999 before becoming a social work team leader

in children and families with Glasgow City Social Work Services. Hold Degree

in Public Management, Masters Social Work and post graduate in Partnership
Working in Health and Social Care amongst others. Volunteering for Turning Point
Scotland (FHOSS) creating and developing their volunteer mentoring services
over the last three years. Founded and developed over the last year and half
Glasgows' Housing Rights Defenders Group (facilitated by Shelter Scotland).

| am a GHIFT Associate and a member of the Glasgow Alliances Peoples Team
and a member of the Alliances Leadership Team (ALT).

Grant Campbell

Head of Partnerships and Consulting, Homeless Network Scotland

Grant's varied career started in software, spending over 10 years working with
ADOBE Systems. He took time out to study at the Open University as a mature
student, finally getting the degree he never though he could. For the last 10 years
Grant has been a senior leader in the homelessness sector, firstly as CEO of
Glasgow City Mission and more recently with CRISIS UK as Director of Services.
He was appointed Head of Partnerships & Consulting at Homeless Network
Scotland in September 2022. Grant is passionate about people, collaboration, and
the great things we can achieve together - particularly ending homelessness.



Leilani Farha
Global Director, The SHIFT

Leilani is the Global Director of The Shift, an international movement to secure
the right to housing and the former UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to
Housing (2014-2020). The Shift was launched in 2017 with the UN Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights and United Cities and Local Government
and works with multi-level stakeholders around the world including with several
city governments in North America and Europe. Leilani's work is animated by
the principle that housing is a social good, not a commodity. She has helped
develop global human rights standards on the right to housing, including through
her topical reports on homelessness, the financialization of housing, informal
settlements, rights based housing strategies, and the first UN Guidelines for the
implementation of the right to housing. She is the central character in the award-
winning documentary PUSH regarding the financialization of housing, directed
by the Swedish filmmaker Fredrik Gertten. PUSH is screening around the world
and to continue its momentum Leilani and Fredrik now co-host apodcast -
PUSHBACK Talks - about finance, housing and human rights.

Alex Fox OBE
Chief Executive, Mayday Trust

Alex is the chief executive of Mayday Trust, which offers strengths-based
coaching to people going through tough times like being homeless, and works
with organisations and local areas to replace our broken support systems,
through the New System Alliance. Previously, Alex led Shared Lives Plus, the UK
network for Shared Lives and Homeshare. Alex sits on the NHS Assembly and
was Vice Chair of Think Local, Act Personal, developing the Asset Based Area
model. He is a trustee of Alternative Futures Group, co-director for the Social
Care Institute for Excellence Strengths-based Leadership course, Honorary
Senior Fellow, Birmingham University, and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts.
He chaired the government'’s review of health and care charities (2015-18), the
Social Care Learning disability & Autism Advisory Group and co-founded the
Social Care Innovation Network. Alex is author of A new health and care system:
escaping the invisible asylum (Policy Press) and Meeting as Equals (RSA/NCVO)
on building asset-based charities. He was awarded an OBE in 2017

Dani Garavelli
Journalist

Dani Garavelli is a freelance journalist, columnist and feature writer, specialising in
social justice issues and writing for publications across the UK.



Graeme Gardner
Aberdeen City Council

Graeme is currently the Housing Access and Support Manager at Aberdeen City
Council, within his remit is Homelessness, Housing Options and Allocations,
Financial Inclusion, Private Sector Housing and the registered Housing & Support
service. Prior to this he led on Aberdeen'’s Rapid Rehousing Transition Plan,
temporary accommodation, and the commissioning of related services. He has
an interest in using evidence to improve services for people who use them and
integrating this approach across organisations in the public and voluntary sector.

Matt Howarth

Policy Officer, Homelessness Unit, Scottish Government

Matt Howarth has worked in various housing and homelessness roles in the
Scottish Government for a number of years and is currently working on the
introduction of Prevention of Homelessness Duties as part of the Homelessness
Prevention Team. He previously worked for Communities Scotland, Scottish
Homes and for homelessness services in the third sector.

Peter Kelly

Chief Executive, Poverty Alliance

Peter joined the Poverty Alliance as Policy Manager in 2002, becoming Director in
2004. He is responsible for the overall day-to-day management of the organisation,
ensuring that the Alliance is delivering the objectives set by the board and
members. Peter also represents the Alliance in a variety of forums and networks,
including Scottish Drugs Forum and the Living Wage Foundation's Advisory
Council. He was Vice President of the European Anti-Poverty Network from 2012 to
2018. Peter is also Company Secretary on the Board of the Alliance. Before joining
the Alliance he worked at the Scottish Low Pay Unit, helping to campaign for the
introduction of the National Minimum Wage.

Alison Kennedy
Change Lead and Team Manager, East Ayrshire Council

| am the Housing Options Team Manager within East Ayrshire Council. | am
experienced in multi-agency homelessness intervention and prevention across
health and social care, community justice and third sector partners. | am passionate
about challenging stigma and discrimination often faced by people experiencing
homelessness. | believe the key to ending homelessness is through a whole
systems approach involving the joining up of all sectors. | believe the key to ending
repeated cycles of homelessness, criminal justice and addiction is through an
understanding of the drivers of homelessness including poverty, trauma, shortage
of affordable housing, lack of access to social protection, discrimination and social
inequality as well as individual factors such relationship breakdown and domestic
violence. Building genuine, authentic and caring relationships with the people who
use homelessness services and developing services based on the voices of people
who use them must be at the heart of all we do.



Euan Leitch
Chief Executive, SURF

Euan Leitch joined SURF as Chief Executive in May 2021 following 8 years

with the Built Environment Forum Scotland. He is a longstanding supporter of
SURF and its cross-sector collaborative approach to addressing inequalities. At
BEFS Euan delivered a strong programme of strategic policy work that included
promoting and fostering the productive links between the built environment and
community regeneration, diversity, resilience and the maintenance agenda.

A priority for Euan is ensuring that communities experiencing the consequences
of deprivation are actively involved in responding to the climate emergency.

Ryan MacDonald
Change Lead and Military Matters Manager, Housing Options Scotland

Ryan has worked in the housing sector for more than 12 years in a variety of roles.
These roles have seen him work with a local housing association in Glasgow's
East End, a National Housing and Care provider, a Training and Development
organisation and an Armed Forces Charity. He now manages the Military Matters
Service at the Scotland-wide charity Housing Options Scotland. Ryan is an
alumnus of the Windsor Leadership Trust and has been a proud member of
Homeless Network Scotland’s All in for Change team since its launch in December
2019. Ryan's focus for several years has been on the housing options available to
people in Scotland, with a specific emphasis on older people, disabled people and
members of our Armed Forces community.

Pamela McBride
Team Leader, Prevention, Homelessness Unit, Scottish Government

Pamela McBride has worked for the Scottish Government for a number of

years on a range of policies including social justice, fair work and most recently
homelessness prevention. She is currently working with colleagues on the
introduction of the prevention of homelessness duties and the implementation of
the prevention pathways.

Darren (Loki) McGarvey
Author

Darren McGarvey, aka LOKI, grew up in Pollok. He is a writer, performer,
community activist, columnist, and former rapper-in residence at Police Scotland’s
Violence Reduction Unit. He has presented programmes for BBC Scotland
exploring the root causes of anti-social behaviour, social deprivation and addiction.
His bestselling and acclaimed first book, Poverty Safari, was awarded the Orwell
Prize and his second, The Social Distance Between Us was published this Summer.



Suzie Mcilloney

Change Lead and Rapid Rehousing Transition Plan Officer,
South Ayrshire Council

Suzie Mcllloney is Rapid Rehousing Transition Plan Officer at South Ayrshire
Council and Change Lead with All in for Change. The role reflects a national push
to prevent homelessness and minimise stays in temporary accommodation. A key
element in this approach involves preventing homelessness from happening in the
first place, considering what more can be done to prevent homelessness, and how
to work better with partners to achieve this. Over the last 16 years Suzie worked in
various social care settings including prisons, justice services and later progressed
into management. She led on a multi-agency approach to young people moving
into their first home which was recognised with a COSLA award and Outstanding
People award with South Ayrshire Council.

Sherina Peek
Policy Manager, ALACHO

A housing professional, with 14 years' experience. With a passion to be part of the
solution to helping those in housing need. | started my career in the private sector
helping to deliver much needed affordable housing across the City of Edinburgh. In
2014, | started working in a local authority as homelessness housing officer, then |
went on to become a tenant and resident development officer and latterly became
a construction project manager delivering social rent homes. Taking a step away
from housing delivery, | am now the Acting Policy Manager for Association of Local
Authority Chief Housing Officers (ALACHO), promoting the interests of Scottish
local housing authorities and informing policy, legislation and guidance.

David Pentland

Policy Officer, Scottish Government

David Pentland was a complex needs client between 1988-2001, forming Homeless
Users Group Edinburgh (HUGE) 1999-2001. From 2001-10 he worked on the
frontline of homelessness provision for various agencies and contractors. David
left to work in other sectors, but eventually returned to homelessness roles. David
started volunteering for Homeless Network Scotland from 2019 and joined the
Change team. He became a Homeless Network Scotland associate in 2020, and
since 2021 David has been seconded to Scottish Government as a policy officer
bringing lived experience to the homelessness unit.

Gavin Smith
Fife Council and CIH Scotland Chair

Like many others, | fell into housing without really knowing what a vital sector |

was getting into. Starting as a naive Skillseeker almost 27 years ago, | now feel
privileged to be a Service Manager for one of the biggest landlords in the country
with responsibility for homelessness, housing access and service commissioning
arrangements. My time at the University of Stirling helped confirm that good quality
housing is central to life opportunities. | am the current Chair of the Chartered
Institute of Housing Scotland Board as well as the Chair of Ore Valley Housing
Group.



Bryony Shannon
Blogger, Rewriting social care blog

Bryony Shannon is passionate about changing the language we use to
communicate within and about adult social care. She writes a blog called ‘Rewriting
social care’ which focuses on the words and phrases that make her go hmmm, why
language matters and how we can shift the narrative to create a better, brighter

and more human social care future. Bryony has a background in information and
communications and has worked in practice development in adult social care

for over 16 years. She is currently Strategic Lead for Practice Development at
Doncaster Council.

Blog: rewritingsocialcare.blog
Email: bryonyshannon@rewritingsocialcare.blog
Twitter: @BryonyShannon

Shona Robison MSP

Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Housing & Local Government

Shona was MSP for the North East from 1999 to 2003 and elected MSP for Dundee
East in 2003. Latterly, she was Shadow Minster for Health and Social Justice and a

member of the Parliament's Health Committee before being appointed Minister for
Public Health in the Scottish Government after the May 2007 election.

She was re-elected in May 2011 and appointed Minister for Commonwealth Games
and Sport, and was made Cabinet Secretary for Health in November 2014. Shona
was previously appointed as Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport in May 2016.

Kevin Stewart MSP
Minister for Mental Wellbeing & Social Care

Before his election to the Scottish Parliament, Kevin was previously the Depute
Leader of Aberdeen City Council and served as a local councillor for more than
eleven years. As a councillor, he chaired the Finance and Resources Committee
and the North East of Scotland's Regional Transport Partnership, NESTRANS.

Kevin has served in the Scottish Parliament as the member for Aberdeen Central
since 2011. He was the Convener of the Local Government and Regeneration
Committee in the last Parliament and sat on the Welfare Reform and Justice Sub-
Committee on Policing.

He was previously the Minister for Local Government, Housing and Planning.



Ruth Stone

Strategic Communications Project Manager, Crisis

Ruth Stone is the Strategic Communications Project Manager at Crisis. They
oversee the Framing Homelessness Project which supports Crisis, the wider sector
and the media to tell a new story about homelessness. Based on in-depth research,
the project provides recommendations on how stakeholders can work together

to change public perceptions and drive political will to end homelessness. Before
joining Crisis, Ruth worked for Mind, as part of the anti-stigma campaign, Time to
Change. Their career in the charity sector has focused on a range of social justice
issues - including women'’s and girls' rights and LGBTQ+ inclusion. They are also a
drag performer and stand-up comedian.

Stephen Wishart

Shelter Scotland

I've worked in the sector now for 11 years and previous to that bring around

the same again as my personal experiences moving around a system where |

was a square peg in a round hole. In a casework capacity within my role | still

see the same issues that | faced myself and so believe that we must always

look to solutions to solve the revolving door of homelessness and that to do so

we must listen to those who are facing it - taking them on a journey with us to
design, develop and implement solutions that work for them. I'm an advocate in
empowering people to fight for their own rights and that of their own "communities"
and spend much of my time telling people what their rights are and coaching them
on how to fight for them, albeit | remain happy to help do that if needed.

Dr Andrea E Williamson
Inclusion Health GP and Senior Lecturer, University of Glasgow

Andrea Williamson is Professor of General Practice and Inclusion Health at the
University of Glasgow, a medical officer in Glasgow Alcohol and Drug Recovery
Services and a GP in Glasgow Homeless Health Services, combining teaching,
research and clinical practice. Andrea has a number of roles in the Undergraduate
Medical School and in post graduate medical training. She teaches and trains
about the social determinants of health, Inclusion Health practice and trauma
informed care. She leads on research about missingness in healthcare and

is involved in wider research to improve care for people experiencing severe
and multiple disadvantage. She is a founding member of GPs at the Deep End
Scotland, deputy chair of the Health Inequalities Standing Group, RCGP, is on
the NIHR HS&DR research funding board, and was the primary care member
of the NICE Guideline Committee, ‘Integrated health and social care for people
experiencing homelessness:.
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Ewan Aitken
Pinar Aksu

Mark Baillie
Lorraine Baxter
Chris Bennett-Taylor
Fiona Benton
Mirin Benzie
Chris Birt

Martin Boyle
Michelle Breen
Kevin Brodie
Graeme Brown
Mike Burns
Shams Busbus
Mark Cairney
Allison Calder
Pedro Cameron
Denise Campbell
Alexandra Campbell
Tyler Cary

Keith Chalmers
Sean Clerkin
Ann Marie Cochrane
Alice Crawford
Hannah Crowe
Ishbel Cumming
James Devine
Keara Donnachie
Angela Dowdalls
John Duffy
Jennifer Dunbar
Greg Dunsmore
Duncan Easton
Sam Eccles
James Egan
Andrea Elliott
Jackie Erdman

Marzena Farana-Sherlock

Leilani Farha

David Farquharson
Lorna Ferguson
Brian Finch

David Finnigan
Suzanne Fitzpatrick
Jocelyne Fleming

Cyrenians

Maryhill Integration Network
Homeless Connect

East Renfrewshire Council

Aberdeen Cyrenians

Scottish Association for Mental Health

Joseph Rowntree Foundation
Homeless Network Scotland
Wheatley Group

Wheatley Care

Hlllcrest Futures Ltd

Penumbra | Homeless Network Scotland Board of Directors

Homeless Network Scotland
Helm Training

Housing Options Scotland
City of Edinburgh Council
The Salvation Army

All'in For Change

Glasgow City Council

Victim Support Scotland
Scottish Government
East Lothian Council
NHS Lothian

Blue Triangle
Glasgow Health and Social Care Partnership

Fife Council

Shelter Scotland

GHIFT

Impact Arts

The Glasgow Centre for Population Health
North Ayrshire Council

Homeless Network Scotland
Social Bite Fund

The SHIFT

Beam

Social Bite

Scottish Government

Salvation Army

ISPHERE - Heriot-Watt University



Rhuaraid Fleming
Iver Forsyth

Viki Fox

Alex Fox OBE
Dani Garavelli
Mary Garcia
Graeme Gardner
James Gardner
Emma Gaughan
Lesley Gill

Joanne Glennie
Lesley Graham
Kate Graham
Margaret Graham McDonald
Evelyn Grant
Craig Green
Sophia Greene
Karen Grieve

Fi Grimmond
Rosalind Hamilton
Neil Hamlet

Ella Hancock
Tracy Hill

Matt Howarth
Richard Howat
Joyce Juma-Phiri
Kelsey Kane
Leanne Keegan
Caragh Keith
Janine Kellett
Peter Kelly

Alison Kennedy
Fiona Koroma
Eleanor Lee

Euan Leitch

Liam Logue
Charles Maasz
lain Macinnes
David Maclver
Shona MacKenzie
June MacLeod
Jennifer MacMahon
Leica Malkin
Gerry Marshall
Pamela McBride
Anne McCann
Pamela McCarthy
Nicola McCrudden
Shaunagh McCutcheon

Centre for Homelessness Impact
Highland Council

Cyrenians

Mayday Trust

The Folan Trust
Aberdeen City Council

Ayr Housing Aid Centre
Fife Council
Right There

Glasgow City Council
Volunteer C.S.0. (Health) Scotland
East Ayrshire Council

SSAFA Glasgow's Helping Heroes
Scottish Government

The Salvation Army

East Renfrewshire Council

World Habitat

Unison Housing & Care Scotland Branch

Scottish Government
Churches Action for the Homeless
Four Square Scotland
SeAscape

Blue Triangle

University of Glasgow
Scottish Government

Poverty Alliance

East Ayrshire Council
Scottish Veterans Residences
Glasgow City Council

SURF

Glasgow City Council
Glasgow City Mission

Shelter Scotland

Fife Council

Lodging House Mission
West Dunbartonshire Council
SeAscape

Scottish Government
Salvation Army
Wheatley Care
Homeless Connect
East Ayrshire Council



Leona McDermid
Ryan McDonald
Jac McElhinney
Darren McGarvey
Inger McGowan
Lorraine McGrath
Suzie Mcilloney
Adam Mcllwaine
Patrick McKay
Frances McKinlay
Caroline McLean
Rhona McMillan
Eileen McMullan
Kelly McQuarrie
Dr Joanna Miler
Leanne Mitchell
Louise Montgomery
Esther Muchena
James Mullaney
Julia Newton
Katy Nisbit

Jules Oldham
Gemma Orr

Faith Ougham
Katia Padfield
Claire Paterson
Meghan Patrick
Sherina Peek
Andy Pentland
Nicole Pettigrew
Michael Phelan
Avril Pollock
Kate Polson
Rebecca Pringle
Agota Rauktyte
Barry Reaper
Marian Reid
Scott Robertson
Ruth Robin

Helen Russell
Amanda Rutherford
Laura Semple
Bryony Shannon
Olivia Sharkey
John Sharkey
Kerry Shaw
Ashleigh Simpson
Rhiannon Sims
Suzanne Slavin

Aberdeen Foyer
Housing Options Scotland
Housing First Consortium Glasgow

Edinburgh Access Place, NHS Lothian
Simon Community Scotland

South Ayrshire Council

The Marie Trust

Turning Point Scotland

The Marie Trust

City of Edinburgh Council

Glasgow Alliance to End Homelessness
Scottish Federation of Housing Associations
SAY Women

University of Stirling

Oak Foundation

Scottish Refugee Council

Crisis

Shelter Scotland

Clan Childlaw

Policy Scotland

MyBnk

Homeless Network Scotland
Homeless Link

Aberdeen Foyer

Wheatley Care

ALACHO

Scottish Government

Scottish Government

Clan Childlaw

Housing First Consortium Glasgow
The Rock Trust

East Lothian Council

Clan Childlaw

Aberdeen Foyer

Scottish Government Health Directorate
Quarriers

NHS Healthcare Improvement Scotland
Crisis

Crisis / AIFC Team

Hillcrest Futures

Scottish Government
Scottish Government
Scottish Government
Homeless Network Scotland
Crisis

Ayr Housing Aid Centre



Gavin Smith
Ishbel Smith

Alex Smith
Thomas Spence
Sally Stimson
Shona Stirling
Ruth Stone

Jim Strang

Julie Stuart

Joyce Sweeney
Karen Swift

Will Tanton

Zoe Taylor

Louise Thompson
Christine Thomson
Laura Thomson
April Thomson
Emma Thomson
Rachel Tribble
Victor Walker
Sarah Walters
Graeme Wetherill
Dr Andrea E Williamson
Elizabeth Wilson
Stephen Wishart
Phil Wray

Kirsty Wyllie

Eve Young

Saf Yousaf
Tapiwa Zungunde

Fife Council and CIH Scotland Chair

Heart In Mouth
Homeless Link
Wheatley Group

SSAFA Glasgow's Helping Heroes

Healing for the Heart

Crisis

Homeless Network Scotland
Scottish Government
Quarriers

Turning Point Scotland

SAY Women

Scottish Government
Falkirk Council
Salvation Army
Falkirk Council
Wheatley Care
SSAFA

CrossReach

Crisis

CrossReach
University of Glasgow

Shelter Scotland
Glasgow City Mission

Housing Options Scotland

Sped Lead Tonderai Charity



