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Types of shared accommodation 

Support on site 

• Supported accommodation

• Community hosting/supported lodgings

• Peer flatmate models

• Hostels (and shelters)

Floating support 

• Hotels and B&Bs

• Shared flats



Policy context – where we’ve been
Homeless households in temporary accommodation – snapshot

total at financial year end 



Shared accommodation as a response 

to homelessness: research context



The harms of shared accommodation

• Basic safety and safeguarding concerns & damaging 
peer impacts as a result of concentrating people in 
challenging circumstances in close-proximity

• Intuitional rule-bound environments limiting people’s 
control over their immediate environment

• Impacts on health and wellbeing linked to lack of 
facilities (laundry, kitchens etc.)

• Inhibiting relationships with friends and family

• Stigma 

• Poverty traps and work disincentives 

• Insufficient and/or ineffective support

• Housing insecurity linked to abandonment, eviction and 
very limited tenure rights 



Policy direction



The way ahead


